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Tool and Material Checklist 
 

• To dig holes, the best method is a tractor with an auger.  
Use a 12” auger bit.  No matter what you use, there will 
be a considerable amount of hand digging as well 

• Shovels, long handled spades 
• Post hole diggers 
• Wheelbarrows 
• Large construction bar (generally 5’ long). 
• Spray paint, to mark ground holes 
• Pry bar 
• Claw hammers 
• Large dead-blow rubber hammers 
• Small (3lb) Sledgehammer, to use in blocking the posts 
• 7/32”, 3/6”, 1/8” Allen wrenches: These are very 

important.  Several different types are helpful (socket 
style, small “L” arm, wrench styles etc.) 

• Vise grips, large, regular and needle-nose 
• 3/4” and 1/2” and 9/16” sockets, both 1/2” and 3/8” 

drives 
• 6’ and 8’ stepladders, strong ones 
• Extension cords (also duplexes to run more than one 

cord) 
• 1/2” drill and 3/8” drill 
• 1/2” and 1/2” drill bits and 1/2” spade bits 
• Levels: magnetic torpedo, 4’ long etc. (as many as 

possible) 
• Shims and blocks from scrap lumber and a saw to cut 

sizes on site 
• Small, skinny, flat shims are helpful in raising posts etc. 

2” by 4” and 2” by 6” and Plywood are also helpful 

• Pencils and markers 
• String line 
• Bar clamp 4’ 
• Sometimes bracing material is helpful (2” x 4” x 6’ 

studs with sturdy lag bolt/nut combinations)  
• Files, sandpaper, wood scraps 
• Stones 
• Cement 
• Surfacing 
• One brick per post 
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Introduction 
 
BEFORE STARTING INSTALLATION OF YOUR 
PLAYGROUND, PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS 
THOROUGHLY.  
 
SITE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
The Playground system is designed to suit a level site.  Should 
there be any falls or slopes on the site; care should be taken to 
accommodate the entry and exit points and to maintain the 
correct height.  There should not be more than 3” of drop in 
grade per every 10’. 
 
The site must be inspected for adverse conditions: 
All sites must be checked for existing utilities such as 
electricity, gas, water or any other underground hazards.  1-
800-DIG-RITE is the number to call to have the services 
located. 

 
1. Roots, rocks, or other natural obstacles that may pose as 

a trip hazard. 
2. Poor drainage areas. 
3. Broken glass or foreign objects around building site. 

 
MAINTENANCE: 
 
As an owner, it is most important that you are aware of your 
responsibility to insure safe use of your new equipment.  It is 
necessary to install equipment correctly according to the 
installation instructions provided and inspect the equipment at 
regular intervals.  During inspection, if any part is found 
damaged or excessively worn, equipment should immediately 

be put out of service while the part is replaced.  Lack of 
maintenance will result in premature wear, reduced life 
expectancy, and possible failure that might result in injury. 
 
All SportsPlay Equipment play events have been engineered to 
meet all applicable safety guidelines, but if installed 
improperly, these problems may occur: 

• Entrapment gaps (between 3 1/2” and 9”} 
• String Entanglements 
• Protrusions 

Make sure that any bolt end that protrudes more than 2 threads 
past the face of the nut is trimmed and deburred smoothly.  
Always double-check your work. 
 
Installation must adhere to the manufacturers assembly manual 
and all other applicable safety guidelines. 
 
PLAY AREA: 
 
The area immediately above and around the play structure must 
be free of any obstructions such as: 

• Trees 
• Other Play Equipment 
• Buildings 
• Overhead Power lines 

Make sure the play area has all the required safety 
surfacing and the minimum fall zones as required by the 
safety guidelines.  These guidelines can be found at 
www.cpsc.gov. 
 
 
CHILDREN MUST BE SUPERVISED AT ALL TIMES.  
No playground is safe without adult supervision! 
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Quick Guide 
 
 
SITE – Make sure the area of installation is relatively level, 
free of obstacles and underground utilities.  If a slope exists, 
care must be taken to accommodate entry and exit areas to 
insure they maintain the correct heights.  Call 1-800-DIG-RITE 
to have a technician check the area for underground utilities.  
This service is free. 
 
MATERIAL INVENTORY – Locate your Component 
Checklist and the 2d top down drawing included in the 
instructions.  Use both to identify, inventory and best position 
the parts around the perimeter of the area.  If you find damaged 
or parts missing, contact your SportsPlay Distributor 
immediately. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS – Thoroughly read the instruction booklet 
BEFORE beginning the installation.  Pay special attention to 
the pages describing post and deck installation.  These are the 
‘bones’ of your playground.  If they are not properly installed, 
the remaining events will not install correctly.  KEEP THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS ON FILE. 
 
TOOLS – Locate the Tools Checklist in the instructions.  
Make sure all necessary tools are available at installation time.  
If you are using volunteers, send a note to them that includes 
the tool list.  You may be able to borrow most items instead of 
renting. 
 
SUPPLIES – Set your installation date and order supplies 
from your local building center.  You will need some flat  
 

 
 
 
concrete stones for blocking holes, some scrap lumber for 
bracing and cement.  You can figure about 2 80# concrete bags 
per hole. 
 
DECK LAYOUT – Find the grid drawing in the instruction 
booklet.  Decide which way to orient the structure.  ALL fall 
zone measurements MUST be accommodated.  Locate the 
lowest deck on the drawing.  You can start laying out the 
structure by placing the lowest deck on the ground and then 
double check your measurements.  Measure twice, install once!  
Consult the instruction booklet for post and deck installation 
instructions. 
 
BRACING – As the decks and kick plates are installed, be 
sure to level the posts and place braces in the holes to keep 
them from shifting.  Periodically, plumb and level all posts as 
you work your way around the playground. 
 
COMPONENT INSTALLATION – Consult the instruction 
booklet for separate installation instructions for each 
component on your playground.  Begin installing from the 
lowest deck in a clockwise rotation around the structure back 
around to the starting deck.  Tighten panels as you go, making 
sure to plumb and level posts. 
 
VISUAL INSPECTION – After all components are installed 
and tight, do a visual inspection to ensure the panels and posts 
are level, in the proper place, and look good with respect to one 
another.  Once satisfied, you are ready for concrete. 
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CONCRETE – Mix the concrete according to the directions.  
DO NOT mix directly in the hole.  Fill each hole to within 2 
inches of the original surface.  Crown for drainage, and cure 48 
hours. 
 
SECURE AREA – Fence off or lock area to insure that NO 
ONE can play on the playground until it is completely finished.  
You may consider contacting local law enforcement to inform 
them of the new installation and ask them to check the area 
frequently during the night. 
 
BACKFILL AND CLEANUP – 48 hours after pouring 
cement, backfill all of the holes with dirt to the original ground 
level and make sure the area is free of any tools, hardware, or 
sharp objects. 
 
SURFACING – Use the chart on page 8 to decide how much 
safety surfacing is required.  Before spreading loose fill 
surfacing, be sure to install a weed barrier outside the fall zone 
dimension, then spread the safety surfacing. 
 
LAST THING – Make one more tour around the playground 
and physically make sure all hardware is tight. 
 
OPEN FOR PLAY – After the safety surfacing is installed and the 
hardware has been checked for tightness, your playground is ready for 
play.   
 
MAINTENANCE - Consult your instruction booklet for the 
maintenance checklist.  Schedule and complete periodic 
maintenance checks of the entire playground.  If any hardware 
is worn, or any item missing or broken, close the playground 
and contact your SportsPlay distributor for replacement parts.  

Check resilient surfacing depths, move or add additional 
surfacing if necessary.  Make sure the playground area remains 
free of obstacles, broken glass or other sharp objects. 
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Safety Surfacing/Fall Heights 
 
You must consider the type of safety surfacing you will use 
before beginning the installation process.  There are two 
general types, organic/loose fill or synthetic unitary.  Both 
materials have advantages and disadvantages and it is likely 
that your client’s budget will dictate the material of choice.  
Always have all options available as product quality and long-
term performance may cause your client to reevaluate their 
original budget. 
 
When installing a unitary safety surfacing material such as 
rubber mats or poured-in-place, you will need to pour a 
concrete slab so that the rubber material can be secured.  This 
type of product cannot be placed on dirt. 
 
If a loose fill surface such as wood chips is selected, you will 
need to consider containment borders.  There are many 
products to choose from including hard plastic and natural 
products such as wood.  Creosoted railroad ties are NOT 
recommended.  Loose fill materials like wood chips are easily 
displaced, so 12” deep is generally satisfactory.  Also 
remember that loose fill will compress with repeated use. 
 
Weed mat:  Some use a landscaping fabric material that allows 
drainage but prevents weed growth.  Weed mats are installed 
after the structure is installed but before the resilient surfacing 
is installed. 
 
Borders:  Building borders above ground, below grade, or on 
grade depends upon the area in which you live.  Assuming you 
must use 12” of resilient surfacing, there are three basic types 
of installation: 

 
1. 12” below existing grade 
2. 6” below and 6” above existing grade 
3. 12” above existing grade 

 
The tallest deck on the unit generally defines the maximum fall 
height of a structure.  If upper body equipment (horizontal 
ladder) is attached, the fall height is then the distance from the 
highest part of the equipment to the protective surfacing.  Refer 
to the Top Down View to determine the maximum fall height. 
 
Since the structure will be installed at dirt grade, the height of 
the resilient surfacing must be determined and factored into the 
height of installation of decks.  For example, if the resilient 
surfacing will be 12” deep, a 3’ deck height will actually install 
at 4’.  When the structure is completed and the surfacing is 
installed, the deck then will be 3’ above the level of the 
resilient surfacing. 
 
 



 

Page 10 

Safety Surfacing Chart 
 
Table – Critical heights (in feet) of Tested Materials 
 
 

 
These directions are written based upon a depth of 12” of 
resilient surfacing. 
 
Do not forget to calculate the compressed resilient surfacing 
depth needed and adjust your “dirt grade height” accordingly. 
 

Chart taken from The Handbook for Public Playground Safety 
written by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) page 5 (www.cpsc.gov). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Material  Uncompressed 
Depths  

 Compressed 
Depths  

 6” 9” 12” 9 “ 
Wood 
Chips 

4 10 11 10 

Double 
Shredded 
Bark Mulch 

6 10 11 7 

Engineered 
Wood 
Fibers 

6 7 >12 6 

Fine Sand 5 5 9 5 
Course 
Sand 

5 5 6 4 

Fine Gravel 6 7 10 6 
Medium 
Gravel 

5 5 6 5 

Shredded 
Tires 

10-
12 

N/A N/A N/A 
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Punch List 
 
Step 1:  Layout 
 

1. Lay  decks on ground in the desired location based on 
topview layout and measure from all corners to insure 
there is adequate room.  (Refer to Grid Drawing pg. 11) 

2. Most installers usually like to orientate the playground 
so that the entry point of the playground is facing either 
the sidewalk or the direction from which the children 
are coming. 

 
Step 2:  Holes 
 

1. Mark the locations of all post holes by laying out all the 
decks in the correct orientation.  Make sure all the 
decks are touching each other and flush on the edges.  
Then use the center point of each deck corner and 
marking them with paint or a wooden stake. 

2. After the holes are marked, move the decks out of the 
digging area and dig the first four holes per the footing 
drawing on page 12. 

3. Fill or dig the depth of 1 main hole to what is required; 
this hole will be used to get the other three holes the 
same depth in reference to each other.  Make sure the 
hole is flat and tamped solid, then place a small piece of 
plywood or brick in the bottom.  You must take this in 
account when determining the hole depth. 

4. Now, if possible, use a transit to maintain the same hole 
depth on the remaining three holes, if you don’t have 
access to a transit, then park a line on the first post 
about two inches above the dirt level.  Then measure up 
from the bottom of the post to this mark and mark a line 

on the other three posts at the same distance.  Now use 
a four-foot level across to each line, raising or lowering 
as necessary to make the lines level.  Repeat this for the 
remaining two posts. 

 
Step 3:  Deck and Post Installation 
 

1. Begin by installing the lowest deck and go up from this 
one.  Measure deck height plus the amount of safety 
surfacing and make a mark on the post, this is the 
height of the deck clamps, for example if the deck is to 
be 36” high and you are planning on adding 12” of 
safety surfacing then the height from the dirt would be 
48”.  All other decks heights will also be the labeled 
height plus the amount of surfacing. 

2. Install a deck clamp per instruction page 15.  Tighten 
all hardware. 

3. Now make sure that you have two other helpers and the 
required deck clamp hardware. 

4. Stand the correct posts into the holes and lift the deck 
on top of the clamps and install hardware.  Be sure to 
brace the posts to keep them from moving. 

5. Continue building the main structure by adding the 
overhead climber, kickplates and other decks and posts 
per the illustration until all the decks, kickplates, and 
posts are installed.  Make sure the posts are level as you 
tighten the hardware, this will make the component 
installation much easier. 

6. It may be necessary to brace the deck and posts with 
lumber to make sure they stay in place and level.  Also 
make sure the deck was installed level. 
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Step 4 – Component Installation 
 

1. Begin installing the components by working from the 
lowest deck around to the highest deck.  Install the 
components in either a clockwise or counter clockwise 
rotation. 

2.  
Step 5:  Concrete 
 

1. Once all components and posts are tight and level, you 
may concrete.  A good rule of thumb is two 80 lb. bags 
of concrete per hole.  Do not “dry bag” the concrete, 
always mix per instructions on concrete bag.  Be sure to 
leave concrete about 2” from the top of the ground to 
allow backfill. 

2. Be sure that all splattered concrete is washed off of the 
posts and components while it is still wet. 

3. Block off installation area for at least 48 hours. 
 
Step 6:  Final after 48 hours 
 

1. Return in 2 days to backfill concrete, drill and install 
drive (roll) pins per instructions, and install safety 
surfacing. 

2. Inspect all components to insure the hardware is tight 
and all panels are level. 

3. Make sure all tools and dropped hardware are removed 
from play area. 

4. Open the playground. 
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SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis MO  63120  (314) 389-9034   www.sportsplayinc.com 

Packing List 
 

 
 
 
 
Hardware Bag 
 
4 196-802 ½” x ½” Socket Set Screw 
9  585-901 S-Hook 
1 416-400 ¼” Socket Key 
1   805-535 Warning Label
1   805-534 SportsPlay Label
1   Maintenance Checklist
 

1     CTN Hardware Bag
    1 103-411 Boarding Net
  2 502-501 Elbow 2 7/8” OD 8 ga 
1 BDL 2 513-603 Net Post 2 3/8”OD x 10’ 11 ga 
  1 103-202 Net Bar 2 3/8” x 5’ 12 ga 
     

1     CTN Hardware Bag
    1 103-411 Boarding Net
  2 502-501 Elbow 2 7/8” OD 8 ga 
1 BDL 2 513-603 Net Post 2 3/8”OD x 10’ 11 ga 
  1 103-202 Net Bar 2 3/8” x 5’ 12 ga 
     

1 CTN  1 BDL  2 TOTAL PCS 
 

WEIGHT 110#  CLASS 70 
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Concrete Footing/Suggested Bracing: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please retain these instructions in your files.  It contains 
important replacement parts information.  All equipment 
should be installed in accordance with these instructions. 
 
It is important to use and maintain all public playground 
equipment properly.  Playground equipment which is 
improperly maintained can cause serious injury.  Periodical 
inspections, maintenance, repair and/or replacement of 
damaged parts is necessary for safe operation of equipment and 
safety of users.  Resilient surfacing should be used under ALL 
playground equipment.  Appropriate publications, available at 
no charge, from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
include “A Handbook for Public Playground Safety”.  You can 
receive your free copy by calling 1-310-504-7908. 
 
General Use/Fall Zone & Footing Recommendations 
 
Stationary and portable equipment – use/fall zones should 
extend a MINIMUM of 6 feet in all directions from the 
perimeter of the equipment ground space.  This area should be 
covered with the required amount of resilient safety surfacing 
material.  For some equipment – use/fall zones can overlap.  
See Consumer Product Safety Commission guidelines.  
Diameter and depth of footing illustrated are satisfactory in 
most applications for pipe sized up to 2 3/8” diameter.  Varying 
soil and climactic conditions may require deeper and heavier 
footings in some areas.  Check local building codes.   If 
resilient surfacing is to be less than 12”, then additional pipe 
should be put in concrete to maintain proper finish grade for 
equipment. 
 
 



511-103 Boarding Net 
Page 3 of 3 

rev:  05/25/2005 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis MO  63120  (314) 389-9034   www.sportsplayinc.com 

 
Use Area & Footing Layout: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Assembly Instructions: 
 
Check all parts and hardware with the parking list to be sure 
you have received everything needed to assemble this product.  
CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR WITH NOTIFICATION 
OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must 
be made within ten days of receipt of your order. 
 
Only hand-tighten nuts and bolts on initial assembly.  Final 
tightening should be done EVENLY after final assembly when  

 
unit has been plumbed and leveled.  After assembly is 
complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PRODRUDING BEYOND 
NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF AND/OR PEENED OVER 
TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to 
file smooth any sharp edges or projections that may have been 
caused by rough handling in shipping or installation.  T-
Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In 
many situations only one bolt is required.  See specific 
assembly instructions.  On products with platforms, install 1-2 
degrees off level to facilitate water drainage. 
 
General Maintenance Instructions: 
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  
Tighten and/or replace immediately. 
 
Specific Instructions: 
 
NOTE:  All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts 
must be cut off and/or peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No 
more than two threads should extend beyond face of nut. 
 

1. Mark & dig footing holes per drawing found above/left. 
 
2. Assemble on the ground.  Attach elbows (503-501) to 

each end of the Net Bar (103-202) per Detail A found 
on page 1. 

 
3. Attach posts (513-603) to each of the Elbows (503-501) 

per Detail B found on page 1. 
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4. Assemble Net (103-141) to Net Bar Assembly with S-
Hooks (585-901) per Details C and D found on page 1.  
Make sure ends of S-Hooks are closed. 

 
5. Stand upright & brace in footing holes.  Attach braces 

to legs to hold proper height of top bar at 8’.  Length of 
pipe below intended level of resilient surfacing should 
be approximately 24” 

 
6. Plumb & level.  Tighten all set screws using short 

length of pipe with socket key to add leverage.  Pour 
concrete  Let stand 48 hours before removing braces, 
installing resilient surfacing and using equipment. 

 
7. Attach Warning label and Manufacturer’s Identification 

label to a clean surface out of the way of hand/foot 
traffic.  They should be attached I a location where they 
are clearly visible and legible and away from normal 
hand and foot placement areas.  The labels must be 
replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or 
removed.  Contact your distributor for replacement 
labels. 
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IMPORTANT 
 
PLEASE READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE COMMENCING ASSEMBLY.  All equipment must be 
installed in accordance with these instructions.  Check your shipment against Bill of 
Lading and Parts list.  Any missing or broken parts must be reported to your distributor 
within 10 days of receipt of your order.  When properly installed and maintained, 
equipment will give many years of Safe, Trouble-Free use.  Periodically check for loose 
or broken parts.  Loose bolts must be tightened and broken parts must be replaced as they 
can possibly create dangerous situations leading to unnecessary accidents.  Resilient 
Surfacing should be used under all playground equipment.  Appropriate publications, 
available at no charge, from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, include “A Handbook 
for Public Playground Safety”.  You can receive your free copy by calling 1-301-504-7908. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG
1 PIPE - 1 513-617 Bar 1 - 805-532 Warning Label 
      1 - 805-534 Sportsplay Label 
      1 - Maintenance Checklist 
 
 

 
1 PIPE  1 TOTAL PC WT 80#  CLASS 70
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GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Use/Fall Zones should extend a minimum of 6 Feet in All Directions from the Perimeter of 
the Equipment Ground Space. This are should be covered with the required amount of 
Resilient Safety Surfacing Material. For Some Equipment Use/Fall Zone can Overlap. See 
Consumer Product Safety Commission Guidelines. 
Diameter and Depth of Footing Illustrated are Satisfactory in Most Applications for pipe 
sizes Up to 2-3/8” Diameter. Varying Soil and Climatic conditions may require Deeper and 
Heavier Footings in Some Areas. Check Local Building Codes. 
 
 
Typical Upright Footing Installation    Suggested Bracing Method 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12”, then additional pipe should be put in 
concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.   
 
 
 
USE AREA & FOOTING LAYOUT 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 
sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation. 
 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.    
 
SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 

peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 
beyond face of nut. 
All washers, “T” nuts, and other fastener hardware used on round pipe or 
tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved underlying surface to 
eliminate catch points.   
 

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per Footing Diagram on PAGE #2. 
 

STEP #2: Stand up & brace in footing holes.  Length of pipe below intended level of 
resilient surfacing should be 24”.  Two long braces holding 2 legs each are 
recommended.   
 

STEP #3: Plumb & level entire unit.  Pour Concrete.  Tighten all nuts & bolts so that 
lock washers are flat.  Wait 48 hours before removing braces, installing 
Resilient Surfacing & using equipment. 
 

STEP #4: Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer’s Identification Label to a clean 
surface.  The Labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and legible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  The 
Labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement Labels. 

 



511-105 Pole Climb 
Page 1 of 1 

Rev 04/04/03 

!"#$%&'()*+,-./"012%3+425., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

* IMPORTANT * 
PLEASE RETAIN THIS INSTRUCTION SHEET IN YOUR FILES.  IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT REPLACEMENT 

PARTS INFORMATION.  ALL EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE AND MAINTAIN ALL PUBLIC PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY.  PLAYGROUND 

EQUIPMENT, WHICH IS IMPROPERLY MAINTAINED, CAN CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY.  PERIODICAL 

INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND/OR REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED PARTS IS NECESSARY FOR 

SAFE OPERATION OF EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY OF USERS.  RESILIENT SURFACING SHOULD BE USED 

UNDER ALL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.  APPROPRIATE PUBLICATIONS, AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE, FROM 

THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, INCLUDE “A HANDBOOK FOR PUBLIC PLAYGROUND 

SAFETY.”  YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY BY CALLING 1-301-504-7908. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG

1 CTN  1  Hardware Bag 2 513-511 Adaptor 

   1 583-518A Center Fitting 6 196-805 !” x !” Socket Set Screw 

2 PIPE  2 103-644 Bent Pipe 1 416-400 "” Socket Key 

2 PIPE  2 583-602A 1 7/8” x 13’ Pipe 1 805-532 Warning Label 

      1 805-534   SportsPlay Label 

      1 Maintenance Checklist 

        

 

 

 

1 CTN      4 PIPE 5 TOTAL PCS WT 105# CLASS 70 
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GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

STATIONARY & PORTABLE EQUIPMENT – USE/FALL ZONES SHOULD EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 6 FEET IN ALL 

DIRECTIONS FROM THE PERIMETER OF THE EQUIPMENT GROUND SPACE.  THIS AREA SHOULD BE COVERED 

WITH THE REQUIRED AMOUNT OF RESILIENT SAFETY SURFACING MATERIAL.  FOR SOME EQUIPMENT – 

USE/FALL ZONES CAN OVERLAP.  SEE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION GUIDELINES. 

DIAMETER & DEPTH OF FOOTING ILLUSTRATED ARE SATISFACTORY IN MOST APPLICATIONS FOR PIPE 

SIZES UP TO 2 3/8” DIAMETER.  VARYING SOIL & CLIMATIC CONDITIONS MAY REQUIRE DEEPER & 

HEAVIER FOOTINGS IN SOME AREAS.  CHECK LOCAL BUILDING CODES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12”, then additional pipe should be put in 

concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.   
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 

everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR WITH 

NOTIFICATION OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of 

receipt of your order. 

Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 

EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   

After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 

AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 

sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 

installation.  T-Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In many 

situations only one bolt is required.  See specific assembly instructions. 

On products with platforms install 1 – 2 degrees off level to facilitate water drainage.  

 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 

immediately.    

 

SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 

peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 

beyond face of nut. 

All washers, “T” nuts, and other fastener hardware used on round pipe or 

tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved underlying surface to 

eliminate catch points.   

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per SKETCH on PAGE #2. 

STEP #2: Bolt together poles and brace in footing holes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP #3: Plumb & level.  Tighten all set screws using a short length of pipe on 

socket key to add leverage.  Pour concrete and crown surface for drainage.  

Let stand 48 hours before removing braces, installing resilient surfacing 

and using equipment. 

STEP #4: Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer’s Identification Label to a clean 

surface.  The labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 

visible and legible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  The 

labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  

Contact your distributor for replacement labels. 

 

 

 







 







    



 
  

   
   
   
   
   

  
 

   


















 



































 




































































































    



 
  

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  
 

   
   
   
   













511-119 Swing Bars 
Page 1 of 1 

Rev 04/07/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

IMPORTANT * 
 

PLEASE RETAIN THIS INSTRUCTION SHEET IN YOUR FILES.  IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT REPLACEMENT 
PARTS INFORMATION.  ALL EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE AND MAINTAIN ALL PUBLIC PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY.  PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENT, WHICH IS IMPROPERLY MAINTAINED, CAN CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY.  PERIODICAL 
INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND/OR REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED PARTS IS NECESSARY FOR 
SAFE OPERATION OF EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY OF USERS.  RESILIENT SURFACING SHOULD BE USED 
UNDER ALL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.  APPROPRIATE PUBLICATIONS, AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE, FROM 
THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, INCLUDE �“A HANDBOOK FOR PUBLIC PLAYGROUND 
SAFETY.�”  YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY BY CALLING 1-301-504-7908. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG 
1 CTN  1  Hardware Bag 6  196-803 ½�” x ¾�” Socket Set Screw 
   7 514-501 Bottom Clamp Half 1  416-400 ¼�” Socket Set Key 
   7 545-512 Top Clamp Half 14  126-505 5/16�” x 1 ¼�” Carriage Bolt 
   7 513-206 Swing Bars 14  226-501 5/16�” Lock Nuts 
1 PIPE  1 583-204 Top Rail 14  316-501 5/16�” Flat Washers 
1 WF  1 583-522 End Fitting 1  805-532   Warning Label 
1 WF  1 513-619 Post 2 7/8�” OD x 11�’ Lg 1  805-534   SportsPlay Label 
2 PIPE  2 503-622 Leg 2 3/8�” OD x 9�’ Long 1  Maintenance Checklist 
 
 
 1 CTN     2 WF   3 PIPE 6 TOTAL PCS WT 220#  CLASS 70



511-119 Swing Bars 
Page 2 of 2 

Rev 04/07/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

STATIONARY & PORTABLE EQUIPMENT �– USE/FALL ZONES SHOULD EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 6 FEET IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS FROM THE PERIMETER OF THE EQUIPMENT GROUND SPACE.  THIS AREA SHOULD BE COVERED 
WITH THE REQUIRED AMOUNT OF RESILIENT SAFETY SURFACING MATERIAL.  FOR SOME EQUIPMENT �– 
USE/FALL ZONES CAN OVERLAP.  SEE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION GUIDELINES. 
DIAMETER & DEPTH OF FOOTING ILLUSTRATED ARE SATISFACTORY IN MOST APPLICATIONS FOR PIPE 
SIZES UP TO 2 3/8�” DIAMETER.  VARYING SOIL & CLIMATIC CONDITIONS MAY REQUIRE DEEPER & 
HEAVIER FOOTINGS IN SOME AREAS.  CHECK LOCAL BUILDING CODES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12�”, then additional pipe should be put in 
concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



511-119 Swing Bars 
Page 3 of 3 

Rev 04/07/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 
everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR NOTIFICATION 
OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of receipt of your 
order. 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 
sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation.  T-Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In many 
situations only one bolt is required.  See specific assembly instructions. 
On products with platforms install 1 �– 2 degrees off level to facilitate water drainage.  
 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.    
 
SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 

peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 
beyond face of nut. 
All washers, �“T�” nuts, and other fastener hardware used on round pipe or 
tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved underlying surface to 
eliminate catch points.   

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per SKETCH on PAGE #2. 
STEP #2: Attach Legs (503-622) to End Fitting (583-522). 
STEP #3: Attach Top Rail (583-204) to End fitting. 
STEP #4: Mark top of Post (513-619) 12�” from top end and slide into Top Rail. 
STEP #5: Raise top rail by pivoting end post.  Slide unit into footing holes & brace 

to desired level so that 24�” of pipe will be under intended level of 
resilient surfacing. 

STEP #6: Working with one unit at a time, pull the cotter pin from a swing hanger & 
pull pin to remove bearing hooks.  Slip top of S-hook on swing bar thru 
bearing hooks and close the S-hook to within .04�” gap using an S-hook pliers 
or pounding with a hammer.  Repeat for all seven-swing hangers. 

STEP #7: Assemble top portion of swing bar hangers on top rail positioning as shown 
on Page #1.  Start with first hanger 10�” from centerline of Post (513-619). 

STEP #8: Attach swing bars with closed S-hooks on bearings to hangers by reversing 
procedure in STEP #6. 

STEP #9: Plumb & level entire unit.  Tighten all nuts until lock washers are flat.  
Use short length of pipe on end of socket key to add leverage on tightening 
socket set screws.  Pour concrete.  Wait 48 hours before removing braces, 
applying resilient surfacing or using equipment. 

NOTE: DO NOT OVERTIGHTEN NUTS ON SWING HANGERS �– SWING HANGERS MUST MOVE FREELY. 
STEP #10: Attach warning label and manufacturer�’s identification label to a clean 

surface.  The labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and eligible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  
The labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed, or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement labels. 

 



511-102 Stall Bar Fence
Page 1 

Rev 05/29/2020 

Spor

IMPORTANT 

PLEASE READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE COMMENCING ASSEMBLY.  All equipment must be 
installed in accordance with these instructions.  Check your shipment against Bill of 
Lading and Parts list.  Any missing or broken parts must be reported to your distributor 
within 10 days of receipt of your order.  When properly installed and maintained, 
equipment will give many years of Safe, Trouble-Free use.  Periodically check for loose 
or broken parts.  Loose bolts must be tightened and broken parts must be replaced as they 
can possibly create dangerous situations leading to unnecessary accidents.  Resilient 
Surfacing should be used under all playground equipment.  Appropriate publications, 
available at no charge, from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, include “A Handbook 
for Public Playground Safety”.  You can receive your free copy by calling 1-301-504-7908. 

1 CTN - 1
1 PIPE - 1
2 PIPE - 2
1 BDL 1

1
1

1 BDL 6

1 CTN  
tsPlay Equipment, Inc.,  5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG
 Hardware Bag 18 - 196-802 ½” x ½’ Socket Set Screw 
 123-608 Post 1 7/8” OD x 6’ Long 1 - 416-400 ¼” Socket Key 
 103-669 Pole 1 - 805-532 Warning Label 
 503-210 Turning Bar 1 - 805-534 SportsPlay Label 
 503-211 Turning Bar 1 - Maintenance Checklist
 503-203 Turning Bar 
 503-203 Turning Bar 

   2 BDL  3 PIPE 6 TOTAL PCS WT 100# CLASS 70



511-102 Stall Bar Fence
Page 2 

Rev 05/21/2008 

SportsPlay Equipment,

GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 

Use/Fall Zones should extend a minimum of 6 Feet in All Directions from the Perimeter of 
the Equipment Ground Space. This are should be covered with the required amount of 
Resilient Safety Surfacing Material. For Some Equipment Use/Fall Zone can overlap. See 
Consumer Product Safety Commission Guidelines. 
Diameter and Depth of Footing Illustrated are Satisfactory in Most Applications for pipe 
sizes Up to 2-3/8” Diameter. Varying Soil and Climatic conditions may require Deeper and 
Heavier Footings in Some Areas. Check Local Building Codes. 

DETAIL:  Permanent Installation Suggested Bracing Method  

* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12”, then additional pipe should be put in
concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.

FOOTING LAYOUT AND USE AREA 
 Inc.,  5642 Natural Brid
www.sportspla
ge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
yinc.com 



511-102 Stall Bar Fence
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Rev 08/21/2008 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc.,  5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 
everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR NOTIFICATION 
OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of receipt of your 
order. 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP PROJECTIONS.  Go over entire unit to file smooth 
any sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation.   

GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS 

Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.    

SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 
peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 
beyond face of nut. All washers, “T” nuts, and other fastener hardware used 
on round pipe or tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved 
underlying surface to eliminate catch points.   

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per Diagram on PAGE #2. 

STEP #2: Align & position all Turning Bars per the dimensions & location on Page 1.  
Position & brace in footing holes.  Attach braces to legs to hold proper 
height.  Length of pipe legs below intended level of resilient surfacing 
should be 24”.  Two long braces holding 2 legs each are recommended. 

STEP #3: Plumb & level.  Tighten all nuts & bolts so that lock washers are flat.  
Pour concrete.  Let stand 48 hours before removing braces, installing 
resilient surfacing and using equipment. 

STEP #4: Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer’s Identification Label to a clean 
surface.  The labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and legible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  The 
labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement labels. 



501-410 JR. HORIZONTAL LADDER 
Page 1 

Rev 07/29/08 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc.,   5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

IMPORTANT 
 

PLEASE READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE COMMENCING ASSEMBLY.  All equipment must 
be installed in accordance with these instructions.  Check your shipment 
against Bill of Lading and Parts list.  Any missing or broken parts must be 
reported to your distributor within 10 days of receipt of your order.  When 
properly installed and maintained, equipment will give many years of Safe, 
Trouble-Free use.  Periodically check for loose or broken parts.  Loose bolts 
must be tightened and broken parts must be replaced as they can possibly create 
dangerous situations leading to unnecessary accidents.  Resilient Surfacing 
should be used under all playground equipment.  Appropriate publications, 
available at no charge, from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, include “A 
Handbook for Public Playground Safety”.  You can receive your free copy by 
calling 1-301-504-7908. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG
1 CTN 1 Hardware Bag 8 196-802 ½” x ½” Socket Set Screw 
  4 503-508 Elbow 1 416-400 ¼” Socket Key 
1 BDL 2 503-612 Post 1 7/8” OD x 8’ LG 1 805-532 Warning Label 
1 WF 1 503-317 Ladder 1 805-534 SportsPlay Label 
1 WF 1 503-318 Ladder 1 Maintenance Checklist 
 
 
 
 

1 CTN     1 BDL  2 WF 4 TOTAL PCS WT 110# CLASS 70



501-410 JR. HORIZONTAL LADDER 
Page 2 

Rev 07/29/08 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc.,   5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Stationary & Portable equipment – Use/Fall zones should extend a minimum of 6 feet in all 
directions from the perimeter of the equipment ground space.  This area should be covered 
with the required amount of resilient safety surfacing material.   
 
For some equipment – Use/Fall zones can overlap.  See Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Guidelines.  Diameter and depth of footings illustrated are satisfactory in most 
applications for pipe sizes up to 2 3/8” diameter.  Varying soil & climatic conditions 
may require deeper and heavier footings in some areas.  Check local building codes. 
 
Detail:  Permanent Installation       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IF RESILIENT SURFACING IS TO BE LESS THAN 12”, THEN ADDITIONAL PIPE SHOULD BE PUT IN 
CONCRETE TO MAINTAIN PROPER FINISH GRADE FOR EQUIPMENT. 
 
 
Footing Layout and Use Area: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



501-410 JR. HORIZONTAL LADDER 
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Rev 07/29/08 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc.,   5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 
everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR WITH 
NOTIFICATION OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of 
receipt of your order. 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 
sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation.  T-Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In many 
situations only one bolt is required.  See specific assembly instructions. 
On products with platforms install 1 – 2 degrees off level to facilitate water drainage.  
 
 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.  On swings and any equipment that uses S-hooks and/or Swing Hangers check 
the bearing surfaces for wear.  Replace any parts that show a reduction of 25% from the 
original size. 
 
 
SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 

peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 
beyond face of nut.  All washers, “T” nuts, and other fastener hardware used 
on round pipe or tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved 
underlying surface to eliminate catch points. 
DO NOT tighten nuts more than hand-tight until entire assembly is completed. 
 

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per Diagram on Page #2. 
 

STEP #2: Assemble unit on the ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP #3: Stand upright & brace in footing holes.  Attach brace to legs to hold proper 
height.  Length of pipe below intended level of resilient surfacing should 
be 24”.  Two long braces holding 2 legs each are recommended.   
 

STEP #4: Plumb & level.  Tighten all nuts & bolts so that lock washers are flat.  
Pour Concrete.  Wait 48 hours before removing braces, installing Resilient 
Surfacing & using equipment. 
 



501-410 JR. HORIZONTAL LADDER 
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Rev 07/29/08 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc.,   5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120   (314) 389-4140 
www.sportsplayinc.com 

STEP #5: Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer’s Identification Label to a clean 
surface.  The Labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and legible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  The 
Labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement Labels. 

 



511-107 Balance Beam 
Page 1 of 1 

Rev 04/04/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

* IMPORTANT * 
PLEASE RETAIN THIS INSTRUCTION SHEET IN YOUR FILES.  IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT REPLACEMENT 
PARTS INFORMATION.  ALL EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE AND MAINTAIN ALL PUBLIC PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY.  PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENT, WHICH IS IMPROPERLY MAINTAINED, CAN CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY.  PERIODICAL 
INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND/OR REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED PARTS IS NECESSARY FOR 
SAFE OPERATION OF EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY OF USERS.  RESILIENT SURFACING SHOULD BE USED 
UNDER ALL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.  APPROPRIATE PUBLICATIONS, AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE, FROM 
THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, INCLUDE �“A HANDBOOK FOR PUBLIC PLAYGROUND 
SAFETY.�”  YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY BY CALLING 1-301-504-7908. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG 
1 CTN    Hardware Bag 6  126-504 5/16�” x 1�” Carriage Bolt 
   1 513-932 Beam 12�’ x 3�” x 3 ½�”W 6  316-501 5/16�” Flat Washer 
1 BDL  3 603-629 Leg 6  226-501 5/16�” Lock Washer 
      6  216-501 5/16�” Hex Nut 
      1  805-532   Warning Label 
      1  805-534   SportsPlay Label 
      1  Maintenance Checklist 
 
 
 

1 CTN     1 BDL  2 TOTAL PCS WT 40# CLASS 70 



511-107 Balance Beam 
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Rev 04/04/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

 
GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
STATIONARY & PORTABLE EQUIPMENT �– USE/FALL ZONES SHOULD EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 6 FEET IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS FROM THE PERIMETER OF THE EQUIPMENT GROUND SPACE.  THIS AREA SHOULD BE COVERED 
WITH THE REQUIRED AMOUNT OF RESILIENT SAFETY SURFACING MATERIAL.  FOR SOME EQUIPMENT �– 
USE/FALL ZONES CAN OVERLAP.  SEE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION GUIDELINES. 
DIAMETER & DEPTH OF FOOTING ILLUSTRATED ARE SATISFACTORY IN MOST APPLICATIONS FOR PIPE 
SIZES UP TO 2 3/8�” DIAMETER.  VARYING SOIL & CLIMATIC CONDITIONS MAY REQUIRE DEEPER & 
HEAVIER FOOTINGS IN SOME AREAS.  CHECK LOCAL BUILDING CODES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12�”, then additional pipe should be put in 
concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



511-107 Balance Beam 
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Rev 04/04/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 
everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR WITH 
NOTIFICATION OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of 
receipt of your order. 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 
sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation.  T-Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In many 
situations only one bolt is required.  See specific assembly instructions. 
On products with platforms install 1 �– 2 degrees off level to facilitate water drainage.  
 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.    
 
SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
NOTE: All threaded ends of bolts protruding beyond nuts must be cut off and/or 

peened to eliminate sharp edges.  No more than two threads should extend 
beyond face of nut. 
All washers, �“T�” nuts, and other fastener hardware used on round pipe or 
tubing must be hammered down to conform to the curved underlying surface to 
eliminate catch points.   

STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per SKETCH on PAGE #2. 
STEP #2: Assemble Beam on the ground per SKETCH on Page 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP #3: Stand up and brace in footing holes.  Height of beam above resilient 
surfacing can be lowered from the 12�” recommended by extending the depth of 
footing holes. 

STEP #4: Plumb & level.  Tighten all nuts & bolts so that lock washers are flat.  
Pour concrete and crown surface for drainage.  Let stand 48 hours before 
removing braces, installing resilient surfacing and using equipment. 

STEP #5: 
 
 

Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer�’s Identification Label to a clean 
surface.  The labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and legibl3e and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  
The labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement labels. 
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Rev 06/10/03 

SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

* IMPORTANT * 
PLEASE RETAIN THIS INSTRUCTION SHEET IN YOUR FILES.  IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT REPLACEMENT 
PARTS INFORMATION.  ALL EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE AND MAINTAIN ALL PUBLIC PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY.  PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENT, WHICH IS IMPROPERLY MAINTAINED, CAN CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY.  PERIODICAL 
INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND/OR REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED PARTS IS NECESSARY FOR 
SAFE OPERATION OF EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY OF USERS.  RESILIENT SURFACING SHOULD BE USED 
UNDER ALL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.  APPROPRIATE PUBLICATIONS, AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE, FROM 
THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, INCLUDE �“A HANDBOOK FOR PUBLIC PLAYGROUND 
SAFETY.�”  YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY BY CALLING 1-301-504-7908. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKING LIST HARDWARE BAG 
2 PIPE   503-611 Turning Bar 1  805-532 Warning Label 
      1  805-534 SportsPlay Label 
      1   Maintenance Checklist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

2 PIPE  2 TOTAL PCS WT 76# CLASS 70 

 

12�’
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SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

GENERAL USE/FALL ZONE & FOOTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

STATIONARY & PORTABLE EQUIPMENT �– USE/FALL ZONES SHOULD EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 6 FEET IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS FROM THE PERIMETER OF THE EQUIPMENT GROUND SPACE.  THIS AREA SHOULD BE COVERED 
WITH THE REQUIRED AMOUNT OF RESILIENT SAFETY SURFACING MATERIAL.  FOR SOME EQUIPMENT �– 
USE/FALL ZONES CAN OVERLAP.  SEE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION GUIDELINES. 
DIAMETER & DEPTH OF FOOTING ILLUSTRATED ARE SATISFACTORY IN MOST APPLICATIONS FOR PIPE 
SIZES UP TO 2 3/8�” DIAMETER.  VARYING SOIL & CLIMATIC CONDITIONS MAY REQUIRE DEEPER & 
HEAVIER FOOTINGS IN SOME AREAS.  CHECK LOCAL BUILDING CODES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If resilient surfacing is to be less than 12�”, then additional pipe should be put in 
concrete to maintain proper finish grade for equipment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use Area and Footing: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Use Area 
14�’ x 24�’ 

24�’

12�’
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SportsPlay Equipment, Inc., 5642 Natural Bridge, St. Louis, MO 63120 (314) 389-4140 

 
 
 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check all the parts and hardware with the packing list to be sure you have received 
everything needed to assemble this product.  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR WITH 
NOTIFICATION OF ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED PARTS.  Contact must be made within ten days of 
receipt of your order. 
Only hand-tighten nuts & bolts on initial assembly.  Final tightening should be done 
EVENLY after final assembly when unit has been plumbed & leveled.   
After assembly is complete, ANY ENDS OF BOLTS PROTRUDING BEYOND NUTS SHOULD BE CUT OFF 
AND/OR PEENED OVER TO REMOVE ANY SHARP EDGES.  Go over entire unit to file smooth any 
sharp edges or projections that may have been caused by rough handling in shipping or 
installation.  T-Clamps are designed for both one and two bolt connections.  In many 
situations only one bolt is required.  See specific assembly instructions. 
On products with platforms install 1 �– 2 degrees off level to facilitate water drainage.  
 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Check MONTHLY for loose bolts, damaged or broken parts.  Tighten and/or replace 
immediately.    
 
SPECIFIC ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
STEP #1: Mark & dig footing holes per SKETCH on PAGE #2. 
STEP #2: Stand up & brace in footing holes.  Length of pipe legs below intended level 

of resilient surfacing should be approximately 18�” set so that top of 
parallel bar is 3�’6�” high.  Two long braces holding 2 legs each are 
recommended. 

STEP #3: Plumb & level.  Pour concrete and crown surface for drainage.  Let stand 48 
hours before removing braces, installing resilient surfacing and using 
equipment. 

STEP #4: Attach Warning Label and Manufacturer�’s Identification Label to a clean 
surface.  The labels should be attached in a location where they are clearly 
visible and legible and away from normal hand and foot placement areas.  The 
labels must be replaced if they become illegible, destroyed or removed.  
Contact your distributor for replacement labels. 
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Label Installation 
 
Apply to clean, dry, smooth surface.  Carefully peel label form 
paper backing and apply with no wrinkles or tears.  Install them 
where they will not be disturbed during play.  Inspect labels 
regularly.  If torn, disfigured, damaged or faded, contact your 
SportsPlay distributor for replacement labels. 
 
Top of Surfacing Label 
 
Install one to each upright post at the level you have 
determined will be your “Top of Surfacing” based on fall 
height and resilient surfacing used. 
 
Warning Label 
 
Install two labels at eye level to different upright posts at 
locations most likely to be used to access the play unit. 
 
Manufacturer Label 
 
Install labels at eye level to posts near the Warning Labels. 
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Trouble Shooting 
 
Problem:  Incorrect sized hole or no hole where there is 
supposed to be one. 
Solution:  Use a 1/4” leader drill bit to drill a hole at the 
desired location.  Next, drill larger size hole with correct bit.  
Usually, when there is a hole missing, it is an oversight, but if 
it appears that there are several missing holes, re-check your 
work. 
 
Problem:  Setscrew missing on clamp or setscrew hole is 
cross-threaded. 
Solution:  Drill a new hole in the clamp at the correct location 
with a 5/16” bit, then tap with a 3/8”/16 tap. 
 
Problem:  A typical 48” long portion of a pipe will not fit 
correctly, causing the posts to be off level. 
Solution:  First, check to see that the pre-installed setscrews 
are not installed too far into the clamp making it impossible for 
the pipe to enter the clamp.  Also, make sure that the clamp is 
not crooked, preventing the pipe ends to enter the clamp all the 
way.  If this is the case, install clamp sideways onto pipe, then 
attach to post.  The pipes enter the clamp a distance of 1 1/4” 
deep.  If the pipe does not enter all the way, then use a rubber 
hammer to pound a component to the left or right to ensure the 
pipe ends have dead-ended into clamps.  If the problem 
remains, contact your distributor. 
 
Problem:  A clamp has already been drilled and has had a roll 
pin installed and you have to move it. 
Solution:  Using a punch, simply knock the roll pin through the 
clamp and post then move the clamp. 
 

Problem:  There is interference between a vertical portion of 
one component and another vertical portion of another 
component going into the opposite direction.  (For instance, in 
the case of a tunnel or bubble window that has a vertical spacer 
bar). 
Solution:  Loosen the spacer bar by loosening the setscrew on 
it, move it over to make room. 
 
Problem:  Your posts are out of line. 
Solution:  Unblock your new posts.  Check to see if when the 
deck was installed the posts were not on the center to the 
corners of the deck.  Loosen the hardware and re-line the posts 
this way.  In most cases, you have to back up, loosen hardware, 
and physically move each post or component that is connected 
similarly with 48” end pipes.  There is a chance that the 
component was installed so that it was out of center of the 48” 
posts, which connect it.  Loosen the setscrews on these parts; 
move them back into line, re-block posts.  You must work hard 
to insure that posts are in line and on bubble. 
 
Problem:  You try to level a part or post and it won’t budge, it 
swings or else bounces back. 
Solution:  Your hardware or blocks are too tight.  Loosen the 
assembly, level and then re-block and re-tighten. 
 
Problem:  Bolt size in parts box does not match the 
instructions for the bolt. 
Solution:  If we made an error in sending the wrong hardware, 
use a correct size from the hardware store and we’ll reimburse 
you. 
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Safety Checklist 
 
Carefully go over each post, deck and component with bare 
hands very carefully to detect any areas that may be sharp.  
During installation and handling, there may be areas that were 
hammered; causing rough areas that may be sharp.  Use the 
following list to check for problem areas: 
 

• Scrapes in metal pieces.  Use steel wool, files or 
sandpaper to smooth. 

• Spatter or burrs at all welded locations.  Look closely 
and smooth. 

• Scratches on the plastic parts.  Look closely and smooth 
with steel wool. 

• Edges and mold lines on plastic and aluminum parts 
should be smoothed with steel wool or files. 

• Slide connection joints, smooth and fill if necessary 
with outdoor clear caulk sealant.  This applies to any 
small opening that might be a “catch” or entanglement 
point. 

• Sleeve ends, sometimes rough handling will cause 
rough edges.  Sand down rough areas if they exist.  
Check that screws are seated. 

• Vinyl coated parts, check all areas to de-burr. 

• Roll pins; make sure they are flush and to not stick out. 
• Clamps, when aluminum is hammered, it can cause a 

rough area.  De-burr if necessary. 
• Bolt thread protrusions, two threads are maximum 

protrusion allowed.  If more than two threads are 
visible, cut off and file smooth. 

• “T” nuts, should not stick out.  Loosen and retighten. 
• Black top end caps, smooth down rough areas as 

necessary. 
• If there are any nail or screw heads which are 

improperly installed (bent or marred) remove and 
replace. 

• Angle irons, check all corners for rough areas – sand if 
necessary. 

• Set Screw, all setscrews should be flush with metal 
surfaces.  Check all and tighten. 

• Exposed concrete – all concrete should be poured 
below grade.  Backfill all of the footings with dirt. 

• Never ASSUME that hardware was tightened.  Check 
everything. 

• Touch up painted areas as needed.



Appendix C 
PLAYGROUND SAFETY CHECKLIST 

 
SITE: ________________________________________ DATE: ___________________ 
WORK AREA: _________________________________ INSPECTOR: _____________ 
 
N/A   S        U      LOCATION/COMMENT 
 
___ ___ All playground equipment securely    ___ ___________________ 

  anchored 
___ ___ Equipment anchored in concrete: concrete   ___ ___________________ 

  not raised above ground level 
___ ___ Playground equipment using chains:   ___ ___________________  

  chain links not worn more than 50% 
___ ___ Chain to frame connectors not worn   ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Chains are connected to equipment    ___ ___________________ 

  with appropriate hardware 
___ ___ All "S" hooks in good condition and   ___ ___________________ 

  adequately crimped 
___ ___ Swing seats in good condition    ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ All climbing apparatus rungs in good   ___ ___________________ 

  condition  
___ ___ All playground equipment free from sharp   ___ ___________________ 

  edges 
___ ___ Slide bedways in good condition    ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Slide ladders in good condition    ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ No protruding pipes, long bolts or other   ___ ___________________ 

  such exposures 
___ ___ Adequate cushioning materials under all   ___ ___________________ 

  playground equipment 
___ ___ All wooden playground equipment free of   ___ ___________________ 

  cracks and splintered wood 
___ ___ No above-ground protrusions in play areas   ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ No large holes around sprinklers   ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Over watering      ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Faucet leaks       ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Lighting       ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ Insect pests       ___ ___________________ 
 

OTHER ITEMS 
___ ___ __________________________________   ___ ___________________ 
___ ___ __________________________________   ___ ___________________ 
 

COMMENTS 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Completed by: ___________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 
cc: Program Coordinator; Dean, Career and Tech. Ed; Director of Administrative Services 
 

Work Order # 



Notification for action:  Grounds Maintenance  __________________ ___________ 
Building Maintenance  __________________ ___________ 
Security    __________________ ___________ 



Daily Playground Inspection Checklist 

FORM 23-1 

 
 
 

Date of Inspection ___________________   Inspected by:_________________________________ 
 
 

Area Inspected ____________________________________________________________________    
 
 
 
 
 

Playground Surfaces     
 Yes No NA Comments 

Surface materials appropriate?  
 

    

Surface thickness correct? (12�”) 
 

    

Does it extend 6 feet in all directions? 
 

    

For swings, does it extend twice the height 
of the suspending bar in back and front? 

    

Any holes or gaps that need filling in? 
 

    

Other? 
 

    

 
 

    

Hardware     
 Yes No NA Comments 

Open �“S�” hooks?  
 

    

Exposed screws, bolts? 
 

    

Protruding end bolts? 
 

    

Exposed wires, broken fences? 
 

    

Any Other Unsafe Condition? 
 

    

 
 

Grounds     
 Yes No NA Comments 

Any tripping hazards, exposed concrete 
footing, tree stumps, rocks, etc.? 

    

Any broken glass, cans, soft drink pull-
tabs, nails, etc? 

    

Any animal feces in the area?     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daily Playground Inspection Checklist 

FORM 23-2 

 
 
 

Equipment     
 Yes No NA Comments 

Do elevated surfaces (platforms, ramps) 
have guardrails? 

    

Is equipment properly anchored? 
 

    

Is there at least 9 ft. between play 
structures > 30�” high? 

    

Are spaces that could trap children (i.e., in 
guardrails/ladder rungs), < 3.5�” or > 9�”? 

    

Any splintering on wood? 
 

    

Any sharp points or edges on equipment? 
 

    

Is equipment in good overall condition? 
 

    

Other? 
 

    

 
 
NOTES:   
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